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new london historic waterfront

New London Main Street is a nonprofit organization committed to
revitalizing New London’s Historic Waterfront District. Hundreds

of volunteers help to build a community through activities and
programs that enrich the cultural fabric, preserve and enhance historic
streetscapes and support and expand the economic base of the city
center. It is one of five Main Street programs in Connecticut and is
among the 1,200 programs nationwide developed from an initiative
of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Main Street receives
strategic assistance from the Trust’s National Main Street Center and
the Connecticut Main Street Center in Hartford. New London Main
Street has been recognized as one of the top National Main Street

Communities that meets the strict criteria set by the national program.

It has consistently won statewide awards for its work and received
numerous citations from the Governor’s Office.

Produced by:
New London Main Street
A Connecticut Main Street Community

165 State St., Suite 101

New London, CT 06320

Phone: 860.444.2489

Fax: 860.444.7196
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Antiques & Collectibles

Homeward Bound Treasures
35 Golden Street

860.444.8800

www.nlhhc.org

Employs and trains homeless
community. All sales go towards
homeless programs

New London Antique Center
123 Bank Street

860.444.7598

Over 120 dealers on 4 floors.
Largest in Southeast Connecticut

Sarge’s Comics and Games

124 State Street

860.443.2004
WWW.sargescomics.com

New and collectible comics, anime,
manga, in-store gaming, RPGs,
toys, art books, DVDs and game
supplies

Apparel & Accessories

East Bank Gift Shop

46 State Street

860.701.9928

Clothing, pashminas, purses,
sunglasses, accessories and more

Flavours of Life - The Fair
Trade Store

86 Bank Street

860.444.9428
www.flavoursoflife.com

Beautiful handmade accessories,
jewelry, home décor and clothing
supporting fair trade artisans the
world over

Greenlight Boutique

66 Bank Street

860.437.0689
www.greenlightboutique.com
Accessories boutique - new,
handcrafted and vintage

Salvation Army Family Store
170 Bank Street

860.443.1116
www.salvationarmyusa.org
Wide selection of gently used
clothing, accessories, household
items and furniture

Culture & Performing Arts

Connecticut Lyric Opera

165 State Street; Suite 103
860.440.3594
www.ctlyricopera.org
Southeastern Connecticut’s only
full-season professional opera
company

Eastern Connecticut
Symphony Orchestra

289 State Street

860.443.2876
www.ectsymphony.com
Seasonal series of symphony
concerts presented at the Garde
Arts Center

Flock Theatre

66 Union Street

860.443.3119
www.flocktheatre.org
Not-for-profit theatre company
offering productions from
Shakespeare to modern drama
and comedy

Garde Arts Center

325 State Street

860.444.7373

www.gardearts.org

Regional performing arts center
presenting Broadway, opera, family
shows, music and film festivals in a
restored 1920s movie palace



Galleries & Museums

Custom House Maritime
Museum

150 Bank Street

860.447.2501
www.nlmaritimesociety.org
The Custom House Maritime
Museum open year-round
telling stories of New London’s
waterfront

Expressiones Cultural Center
84 Bank Street

860.501.9278
www.expressiones.net

Creating a bridge between the
Anglo and Latin American cultures
through arts. Providing free
cultural events, performances and
workshops

Hempsted Houses

11 Hempstead Street
860.443.7949
www.ctlandmarks.org

The 1759 Nathaniel Hempsted
House and the 1678 Joshua
Hempsted House, one of New
England’s oldest and best-
documented dwellings

Hygienic Art, Inc.

79 Bank Street

860.443.8001
www.hygienic.org

“Hygienic Art is the flagship of
New London’s indie art scene.”
— The New York Times

Kente Cultural Center

219 Bank Street

860.444.1955
www.kentecultural.org

Features dynamic and provocative
art from New London students

Nathan Hale Schoolhouse

19 Atlantic Street

860.873.3399
www.connecticutsar.org

Historic school where Connecticut
hero, Nathan Hale, taught in 1774
and 1775

Provenance Center

165 State Street; Suite 117
860.405.5887
Wwww.provenancecenter.com
Provenance Center serves as a
forum for cultural awareness,
education, competence and
art space

the district

Shaw Mansion

11 Blinman Street
860.443.1209
www.nlhistory.org
Connecticut’s Naval Office
during American Revolution.
Guided tours with emphasis on
West Indies trade, early New
London history

Spirit Gallery Tattoo

207 Bank Street

860.443.0484
www.spiritgallerytattoo.com
Tattoo studio and fine art gallery
specializing in custom tattoos,
piercings and microdermal
implants

Studio 33 Art and Frame
Gallery

140 Bank Street

860.442.6355
www.studio33pictureframes.com
Monthly art shows featuring
local artists, also offering
archival picture framing, jewelry,
accessories and cards

The Gallery at Firehouse
Square

237-239 Bank Street
860.443.0344
www.firehousesquare.com

New London’s only maritime art
gallery exhibiting original oils,
watercolors and sculpture

The Pigeon Hole Gallery/
Studios

19 Union Street

A one-stop gallery, bike shop,
photo studio, photo lab, silk
screening, tinkering, musical,
fantastical space

TSETSE Gallery

190 State Street

860.447.2447
www.tsetsegallery.org

Promoting individual and
community development through
art, while increasing exposure and
awareness of the young/skilled
artist

Yah-Ta-Hey Gallery

279 State Street

860.443.3204

Native American art and jewelry,
pottery, sculpture, basketry and *
paintings




Gifts, Flowers & Jewelry

CONNfetti

13 Golden Street

860.442.0122
www.connfettigifts.com

A gift shop featuring Connecticut
made and inspired merchandise

East Bank Gift Shop

46 State Street

860.701.9928

Clothing, pashminas, purses,
sunglasses, accessories and more

Flavours of Life - The Fair
Trade Store

86 Bank Street

860.444.9428
www.flavoursoflife.com
Beautiful handmade accessories,
jewelry, home décor and clothing
supporting fair trade artisans the
world over

Groceries & Sundries

Greenlight Boutique

66 Bank Street

860.437.0689
www.greenlightboutique.com
Accessories boutique - new,
handcrafted and vintage

Pinc! A Unique Boutique

52 State Street

860.701.0501
www.pincboutique.com

Locally handcrafted items for you
and your home. Sewing, crafting
and jewelry classes offered

Thames River Greenery

& Beanery

70 State Street

860.443.6817
www.thamesriver.com

Café with full service florist and
unique gifts. Locally roasted
coffee. Free WiFi

City News

68 State Street

860.437.4444
www.thamesriver.com

Full range of newspapers,
magazines, paperback books, New
London souvenirs, fine cigars and
tobacco

Fiddleheads Coop

13 Broad Street

860.701.9123
www.fiddleheadsfood.coop

New London’s emerging food
cooperative, organic grocer
currently offering a Saturday year-
round indoor farmers’ market

Frugal Frannies

193 Green Street
860.447.3831

Dry goods, salvage and surplus
groceries, cleaning and laundry
supplies

Globe Spirit Shop

113 Green Street

860.444.0712

Package store featuring a wide
variety of beer, wines and liquors

Honey Plus

224 State Street

860.447.3530

Features candy by the pound,
costume jewelry, cigarettes,
medications, incense, luggage,
food, fried chicken and grinders

Thames River Wine & Spirits
68 State Street

860.443.6817
www.thamesriver.com

Fine wine shop and gourmet
market

Zambala Grocery Store

128 State Street

860.442.0098

Features groceries, candy, jewelry
and accessories, over-the-counter
medications and cigarettes



Health & Beauty

Thames River Greenery & Beanery
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Allure International

300 State Street
860.440.3005

A multi-cultural salon offering
haircuts, color and styling

Blissworks Yoga &

Healing Arts, LLC

228 State Street

860.448.9642
www.blissworksyoga.org

Offering yoga classes for all levels
of experience, massage and energy
work. Also, private yoga and
various workshops available

Cadmarie Salon & Spa

107 State Street

860.449.8433

www.cadmarie.com

Salon and spa focusing on the
health and beauty of nails and hair

Nancy’s Salon

14 Meridian Street
860.443.7200
www.nancyssalon.com

Full service salon, including hair
and nail care products

Nearly You, LLC

165 State Street; Suite 109
860.444.1949

A distinctive collection of wigs,
scarves, facials and facial waxing
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Otto’s Barber on Bank

66 Bank Street

860.444-8113
www.ottosbarberonbank.com
Barber shop located inside
Greenlight Boutique specializing
in men’s haircuts, clipper cuts,
military tapers and more

Paul & Tiffany Hairstyling
169 Bank Street
860.447.3037

Barber shop

Spoiled Salon Studio

180 State Street

860.447.2527
www.spoiledsalon.com

Salon promising pampering from
head to toe. Services include hair
sculpting, styling, coloring, curl
enhancement/reduction and more

Treehugger Organic Salon

13 Washington Street
860.440.6452
www.treehuggerorganic.com
Features full salon services while
focusing on organic, natural based
and local products

Waterhouse Salon

136 Bank Street
860.442.9543
www.waterhousesalon.com
Full service salon, an Aveda

Concept Salon -
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ART MUSEUM

Southeastern Connecticut’s own treasure! Art from
the 17th through the 21st centuries, focusing on
American painting, European works on paper

and Connecticut Impressionism. Permanent and
changing exhibitions, lectures, school programs,
art classes and Free First Sundays.

Tuesday - Saturday, 10am-5pm, Sunday 1-5pm.
www.LymanAllyn.org




98 Neptune Ave

New London, CT
800-510-SAND (7263)
860-447-3031

Ocean Beach Park, an attraction including New
England’s finest beach and boardwalk. Enjoy
spray park, waterslides, mini golf, swimming pool,
rides, gift store, ice cream shops, nature walk,
playground, food court, café with seasonal dining,
arcade, carousel, catered picnics, and health club.
Evening entertainment includes car shows, beach
movies, fireworks, live magic on the boardwalk,
and the best in live bands. Year round ocean view
banquet rooms. www.Ocean-Beach-Park.com




JGARDE

ARTS CENTER
<>

325 State Street
New London, CT
860-444-7373

One of the few remaining historic movie palaces in
the state, the Garde is the region’s premier center
for the performing arts, presenting everything from
Broadway and opera to up-and-coming musicians,
jazz legends, films and more. Nationally recognized
for its unique architecture, Moroccan interior and
multi-faceted programming, the theater is truly

a downtown gem you have to experience for
yourself. Box Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10am-5pm &
two hours prior to show start. www.GardeArts.org




Ot Trumbull

Explore 250 Years of Military History

= The Revolutionary War and Benedict Arnold
< Civil War Recruitment

 Scenic Waterfront Grounds

= Sonar Development During the Cold War

Fort and Visitor Center Hours: Memorial Day through
Columbus Day Wednesday-Sunday, 9am-5pm

90 Walbach Street
New London, CT
860-444-7591
www.FortFriends.org

FRIENDS g "
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Specialty Shops/Services (con't)

New London Ink

121 Bank Street

860.701.0890
www.newlondonink.com
Custom tattoos, specializing

in fine line, black and grey,
traditional, cover-ups, portraits
and full color

Pinc! A Unique Boutique

52 State Street

860.701.0501
www.pincboutique.com

Locally handcrafted items for you
and your home. Sewing, crafting
and jewelry classes offered

Sarge’s Comics and Games

124 State Street

860.443.2004
WWWw.sargescomics.com

New and collectible comics, anime,
manga, in-store gaming, RPGs,
toys, art books, DVDs and game
supplies

Spirit Gallery Tattoo

207 Bank Street

860.443.0484
www.spiritgallerytattoo.com
Tattoo studio and fine art gallery

specializing in custom tattoos,
piercings and mircodermal
implants

Surprise Party Goods

54 State Street

860.701.0869

Offering event planning and
supplies from balloons and favors
to clowns and videographers

Trolley Information Station
Corner of Eugene O’Neill Drive
and Golden Street
860.444.7264

Visitor information booth
(seasonal)

Whaling City Tattoo Museum
140A Green Street

860.437.8484
www.whalingcitytattoo.com
Traditional tattooing, built to last

Yankee Peddler & Pawn

141 State Street

860.442.7296
www.yankeepeddlerandpawn.com
Gently used items at reasonable
prices. Buys gold

Transportation & Lodging

Cornish Parking Garage
70 Union Street
860.861.1323
www.nlparkit.webs.com

Curtin Livery
860.443.1655

Greyhound Bus

45 Water Street
860.447.3841
www.greyhound.com

Harry’s Taxi
860.444.2255

Port City Taxi
860.444.9222

Radisson Hotel

35 Governor Winthrop Boulevard
860.443.7000

www.radisson.com
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Red & White Taxi
860.443.2255

Union Station

35 Water Street
Shoreline East
800.255.7433
www.shorelineeast.com
Amtrak
800.USA.RAIL
www.amtrak.com

Water Street Garage
Public Parking

160 Water Street
860.443.1775
www.newlondonparking.com

Yellow Cab
860.443.4321




Mystic Whaler Cruises

City Docking, Marinas & Boating Excursions

A.W. Marina, Bait & Tackle
178 Pequot Avenue
860.443.6076

Block Island Ferry

2 Ferry Street
860.444.4624
www.goblockisland.com

Burr’s Marina

244 Pequot Avenue
860.443.8457
www.burrsmarina.com

City of New London
Waterfront Park Docking &
Mooring

860.443.3786
www.newlondonmoorings.com

Crocker’s Boatyard

56 Howard Street
860.443.6304
www.crockersboatyardinc.com

Cross Sound Ferry

2 Ferry Street
860.443.5281
www.longislandferry.com

Custom House Lighthouse
Tours

860.447.2501
www.nlmaritimesociety.org
Tours by boat and/or car April
through December, weather
permitting, by appointment

Fishers Island Ferry
2 Water Street
860.442.0165
www.fiferry.com

Mystic Whaler Cruises

35 Water Street
860.447.1249
www.mysticwhaler.com
Offers a variety of sailing
adventures from Day Sails to
Lobster Dinner Cruises

New London Harbour Tours
Custom House Pier and Captain
Scott’s Lobster Dock
860.460.6206
www.newlondonharbourtours.com
Boat excursions to and from
Custom House Pier and Captain
Scott’s Lobster Dock

Thamesport Marina

262 Pequot Avenue
860.442.1151
www.thamesportmarina.com



Dining

Cafés, Bakeries & Sweets

Atrium Café

165 State Street
860.437.0253
www.eastcoastcateringct.com
Breakfast and lunch (seasonal)

Bean & Leaf

13 Washington Street
860.701.0000
www.bean-leaf.com
Breakfast, brunch, lunch and
dinner

Daniel’s Dairy Downtown
60 Bank Street
860.729.5823
www.danielsdairy.com

Ice cream and sweets

Clubs/Bar & Girills

Lyric Café

243 State Street
860.440.3581

Breakfast, brunch and lunch

Muddy Waters

42 Bank Street
860.444.2232

Breakfast, brunch and lunch

Thames River Greenery &
Beanery

70 State Street
860.443.6817
www.thamesriver.com
Breakfast and lunch

Bank Street Roadhouse
36 Bank Street
860.443.8280

Lunch and dinner

Copperwood Grill

24 Eugene O’Neill Drive
860.440.0706
www.copperwoodgrill.com
Lunch and dinner

Dutch Tavern

23 Green Street
860.442.3453

Lunch only. Open evenings

El ‘N’ Gee

86 Golden Street
860.439.1033
www.myspace.com/thegee860
Late night music venue

Ernie’s Café

55 Bank Street
860.442.2650
Lunch and pub fare

Exchange Bar & Grill

74 Bank Street

860.447.1157
www.theexchangebarandgrill.com
Lunch and dinner

Frank’s Place

9 Tilley Street
860.442.2782
www.franksplacect.com
Late pub fare

the district

Galley Bar & Grill

4 State Street

860.437.1113

Breakfast, brunch, lunch and
dinner

Hanafin’s Public House
312 State Street
860.437.9724
www.hanafinspub.com
Lunch and dinner. Weekend
breakfast

Hot Rod Café

114 Bank Street

860.447.2320
www.hotrodscafenewlondon.com
Lunch and dinner

Oasis Pub

16 Bank Street
860.447.3929
www.myspace.com/oasispub
Late night music venue

O’Neill’s Brass Rail

52 Bank Street
860.443.6203
www.oneillsbrassrail.com
Lunch and dinner

Y-Knot Café

12 Bank Street

860.437.0684

Lunch and dinner ‘




Delis & Diners

Kamp Dog

15 Broad Street
860.443.3000
www.kampdog.com
Breakfast and lunch

Monica’s State Street Diner
138 State Street

860.701.0573

Breakfast and lunch

Ethnic Fare

Bangkok City Thai Cuisine &
Little Tokyo Japanese Restaurant
123-131 State Street
860.447.2388
www.bangkokcitythaicuisine.net
Lunch and dinner

Jasmine Thai Restaurant &
Sushi Bar

470 Bank Street

860.442.9991
www.jasminethaiandsushibar.com
Lunch and dinner

Mambo Bar & Restaurant
194 Bank Street
860.444.6400

Lunch and dinner

Fine & Casual Dining

2 Wives Brick Oven Pizza
45 Huntington Street
860.447.9337
www.2wivespizza.com
Lunch and dinner

Aqua Grille at the Radisson

35 Governor Winthrop Boulevard
860.443.7000

www.radisson.com

Breakfast, brunch, lunch & dinner

Bulkeley House
111 Bank Street
860.444.7753
Lunch and dinner

Captain’s Pizza
8 Bank Street
860.443.1933
Lunch and dinner

Chaplin’s

165 Bank Street
860.443.0684
Dinner

Subway

2 Bank Street
860.443.6817
www.subway.com
Lunch and dinner

Northern Indian Restaurant
150 State Street

860.437.3978

Lunch and dinner

Tio Rodrigo’s Mexican Grill
419 Bank Street
Opening June 2011

Tropical Breeze
31 Golden Street
860.439.0276
Lunch and dinner

Dev’s on Bank Street

345 Bank Street
860.442.3387
www.devsonbank.com
Weekend brunch and dinner

Mangetout Organic Café
140 State Street
860.444.2066
www.mangetoutorganic.com
Breakfast, lunch and brunch.
Friday and Saturday dinner

Me & Ma’s

385 Bank Street
860.447.1288
www.meandmasnl.com
Lunch and dinner

Tony D’s

92 Huntington Street
860.443.9900
www.tonydsrestaurant.com
Dinner



History
In and Around the District

The Soldiers and Sailors Monument, located on the Parade
Plaza, was dedicated in 1896 as a monument to the Civil War.
It was given to the city by Joseph Lawrence, who earned his
fortune in whaling. Also on the plaza is the Nathan Hale
Schoolhouse, where the patriot of the American Revolution
taught school the year before he volunteered for service and
died for the cause of American independence.

Just a few minutes down Bank Street is the

U.S. Custom House, the oldest continuously 4

operating custom house in America and 3

home to the Custom House Maritime LM

Museum, the first and only site in Connecticut

that is on the national Underground Railroad

Network to Freedom. Federal architect Robert

Mills, who also designed the Washington q
|

Monument, designed this Greek Revival-
style building. Take notice as you enter.
The doors are made of wood from “Old
Ironsides,” the U.S.S. Constitution.

Just beyond the firehouse on Bank
Street is the 1756 Shaw Mansion
at 11 Blinman St., the home of
Nathaniel Shaw, Jr., Connecticut
Navel Agent in the Revolutionary #
War. The mansion served as
Connecticut’s Naval Office and was almost
destroyed by fire when Benedict Arnold
torched the town in 1781. Today it hosts

the New London County Historical
Society. A short walk away is Starr Street, a
wonderful block of Greek Revival-style homes
from the mid 1880’s. A few blocks further

are the Hempsted Houses, dating back to
the 1678 and 1759. Joshua Hempsted raised
nine children here and somehow found time
to keep a diary that is now used by colonial
researchers worldwide. Returning to the
center of town via Huntington Street, =
stop and see the beautiful collection
of Tiffany stained glass windows
at St. James Episcopal Church.

It is considered one of the largest in
New England. Continuing toward
the Parade Plaza, pass the U.S. Post
Office at 27 Masonic Street. In the
lobby, look at the WPA murals by
Thomas LaFarge portraying life
aboard a whaling vessel.



Historic Waterfront District
Heritage Trall

New London’s downtown consists of several designated
National Register Historic Districts due to its many historically
significant buildings and the stories they tell. A Heritage Trail
of 30 bronze plaques, which can be found in the sidewalks,
celebrates this rich history.

Following the plaques, you
will travel from Colonial
times to the beginning of the
20th Century. Along the way,
you will discover the home
of Captain Bulkeley, who
sailed with American Naval
hero John Paul Jones, and
buildings designed by America’s greatest architects, whose
accomplishments include Carnegie Hall in New York City and
the Washington Monument in Washington DC.

Because the city grew in spurts and fits, the plaques are
not in chronological order. You can start anywhere. In the
list on the map, we start at the Harris Building, 165 State
Street, and then proceed up the street to the courthouse
at the top. Turn right on Huntington Street to see Whale
Oil Row. Return down the south side of State Street. Turn
right on Bank Street and head up the west side, and finish
your journey on the east, or water side of the street. While
exploring the trail, notice other historic curiosities, such as
the mansion hidden behind the facade of the Bank Street
Roadhouse and figureheads adorning the cornice of

16 Bank Street.

City of New London Map

Long Island Sound




New
London, A Rich
Colonial
Diversity
Heritage.

Situated on the Thames River, New London is a port city that
has the offerings of an urban environment but the warmth
and hospitality of a small town. This Map & Guide provides

a complete listing of all that downtown has to offer, plus
information on key nearby attractions. District eateries are

as diverse as the city’s population, with an abundance of fine
restaurants and cafés offering cuisines from around the world.
For shopping and relaxation, there is an array of galleries,
boutiques and salons offering a variety of merchandise and
beauty and spa services. Nightlife in The District offers a
lively and eclectic music scene in the clubs and national acts
on stage at the Garde Arts Center, a restored Moroccan style
1920s movie palace. Just outside The District, the handsome
neo-classical Lyman Allyn Art Museum exhibits works from
the 17th through the 21st centuries. Visitors to the city will
not want to miss Fort Trumbull, the solid granite, hexagonal,
Egyptian Revival fort, where 250 years of military history is on
display. Another not-to-miss attraction is Ocean Beach, one of
the finest in Southern New England offering a children’s water
park and carousel, water slide, miniature golf and a variety of
summer evening events along the boardwalk.

New London has something for everyone. Check

out what's happening today by visiting
www.NewLondonWaterfrontDistrict.org or scanning
the bar code below. Too much to do in one day?

Plan to spend a weekend, at least!

O

Events!
Scan Here
For A
Complete
Listing!

o= ; www.facebook.com/NewLondonMainStreet
u g www.twitter.com/NewLondonMainSt
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Heritage Trail Plaque Locations

1. 165 State Street, HARRIS BUILDING, 1885 16. 57 Bank Street, ROYAL HOTEL, 1897

2. 181 State Street, CITY HALL, 1856 17. 111 Bank Street, BULKELEY HOUSE, 1790

3. 243 State Street, LYRIC HALL, 1897 18. 133 Bank Street, 1900

4. 281 State Street, MOHICAN HOTEL, 1897 19. 181 Bank Street, 1790

5. 105-119 Huntington Street, WHALE OIL ROW, 1835 20. 243 Bank Street, 1867

6. 310 State Street, DEWART BUILDING, 1914 21. 258 Bank Street, 1833

7. 290 State Street, THE THAMES CLUB, 1905 22. 194 Bank Street, 1800

8. 250 State Street, NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE, 1922 23. 150 Bank Street, U.S.CUSTOM HOUSE, 1833
9. 180 State Street, THE CROCKER HOUSE, 1873 24. 138 Bank Street, FRANKLIN SMITH HOME, 1840
10. 158 State Street, TIMOTHY GREENS, 1771 25. 90 Bank Street, 1876

11. 140 State Street, 1873 26. 74 Bank Street, EXCHANGE BUILDING, 1848
12. 128 State Street, BACON MARBLE BLOCK, 1868 27. 42 Bank Street, 1833

13. 80 State Street, CRONIN BUILDING, 1892 28. 16 Bank Street, 1900 -
14. 54 State Street, THE MARSH BUILDING, 1916 29. 2 State Street, 1844

15. 15 Bank Street, LAWRENCE HALL, 1920 30. 35 Water Street, UNION RAILROAD STATION, 1888






